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Concluding Remarks from the Outgoing COAA President (2013)
Dear COAA Members,
The 2014 COAA AMS banquet concluded my term as the president of COAA. I’d like to take this
opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all COAA members, especially the board and our
sponsors (Hong Kong Jocky Club, US National Science Foundation, the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, Beijing Normal University, Sun Yat-sen University, ERT Inc., IMSG, and individual donors). All
together, we raised ~ $150,000 to sponsor a record-breaking number of activities this year. Your
supports and participation are most gratefully appreciated.
In the past year, COAA convened many events. In spring, COAA organized a workshop and a forum
on China’s environment and climate, invited outstanding speakers including Dr. Fuzhong Weng of
NOAA, Profs Ming Cai of FSU, Xinzhong Liang of UMD, Tong Zhu of PKU, Renyi Zhang of TAMU,
Zhanqing Li of UMD, and Dr. Chungu Lu of NSF. The 6th International Conference on Atmosphere,
Ocean and Climate Change was held in Hongkong on 19-21 August 2013. Nearly 200 scholars
including 50 invited speakers from around the world attended this conference.
With respect to public outreach, COAA reception at the AGU fall meeting (co-convened with PKU
Alumni association) attracted 180 attendees including special guests like Prof. Kuo-Nan Liou of
UCLA, a recipient of the AGU’s Roger Revelle Award and all Chinese AGU award recipients and new
fellows, as well as 5 past and current presidents of the AGU and AGU’s atmospheric section heads.
COAA reception at the AMS meeting had more than 120 attendees. The Chinese AMS awardees,
new AMS fellows and honorary fellow (Prof. Qingcun Zeng) joined this reception. The annual fall
picnic in Rockville, MD reunited many local COAA members and their families.
In the past month, COAA’s Chinese new-year gala was held in UMD. Two newly elected honorary
members, Prof. Yihui Ding of CMA and Dr. William Lau of NASA, gave outstanding lectures that
draw considerable attention from the audience. After the ceremony, the new president, Dr. ChungChu Teng, introduced the new board members.
Last year, COAA bestowed the first outstanding PhD thesis awards (first, second and third prizes).
This year, COAA signed an agreement with the Springer publisher to automatically honor the first
prize recipient as the joint COAA-Springer excellent dissertation awardee. The Springer will publish
the awardee’s thesis free of charge and the author will receive a prize of 500 Euro. The 2 nd and 3rd
places were awarded by COAA of $300 and $200 respectively with certificates. This award was
established to encourage new Chinese PhD graduates to pursue their academic careers.
Having reported 9 events taking place in the last year, I’d stop counting more, for “9” means
longevity in Chinese, and I hope for COAA to live and be active for ever for the sake of
commonwealth and well-being of all members, especially the younger generations.
Wish you a healthy and prosperous year in the year of horse!
Zhanqing Li
Past president of COAA (2013)
Professor, Univ. of Maryland at College Park
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Message from the Incoming COAA President (2014)
It is my great honor and privilege to serve as the President of the COAA in 2014. I believe COAA
plays an important role in providing a forum for all the Chinese scientists and professionals in the
ocean and atmosphere area from U.S., Mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and worldwide to
connect, to interact, and to exchange information.
In 2013, the COAA board, under the leadership of Professor Zhanqing Li, did an excellent job in
handling all the activities, including the 6th International Conference held in Hong
Kong. Professor Li has summarized last year’s activities and accomplishments in a separate
message so I will not repeat here. But, I would like to thank Professor Li and all of the board
members for their dedication and hardworking in the past year.
In 2014, our goal is to enhance COAA’s activities and to broaden COAA’s visibility and
influence. For example, we plan to enhance our newsletters and website to include more
information. In addition to reporting COAA’s activities, COAA’s newsletters and website will also
provide important information related to all COAA members in U.S., China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and worldwide. If you have or know of any important news or information, please inform us so
we can post it in a timely manner. Another example of our plan is to encourage members at
different regions or areas to form local chapters to expand COAA’s activities and influence in
other regions. We are glad that COAA’s Southern California chapter is very active and has its
own activities frequently. We hope that we will have more COAA activities in other areas or
regions in the future soon.
As a nonprofit organization, COAA needs financial support from our members and many
corporate sponsors (such as ERT, IMSG, etc.). We appreciate your support and donation in the
past and hope you can continue to make financial contribution and donation to COAA.
Finally, the most important thing for COAA is its members’ involvement. So, I would like to
encourage you to support and to participate in COAA’s activities. We welcome your comments
and suggestions to improve and to enhance COAA’s activities and functions. Please do not
hesitate to contact me directly (chung-chu.teng@noaa.gov).
Wish everyone a prosperous and productive 2014 (the Year of Horse)!
Chung-Chu Teng, Ph.D., PE
President of COAA (2014)

Call for contributions to COAA newsletter
Please let us know if you have any exciting news to share with other COAA members, including
workshops, awards, promotions, important publications, significant achievements, etc. We will
post them on the COAA website and newsletter.
Please send your announcements to:
news@coaaweb.org
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COAA Hosted a Banquet Party
at 2014 AMS Annual Meeting in Atlanta
On February 4, 2014, COAA held a banquet during the American Meteorological Society
(AMS) Annual Meeting at the Centergy Building of Georgia Institute of Technology at Atlanta,
GA. More than 120 participants from around the world attended the banquet. The reception
started with a delicious Chinese buffet and fresh pizzas. The outgoing COAA President (2013),
Prof. Zhanqing Li, chaired the Reception. He first reported the COAA activities and
accomplishments in 2013. The incoming COAA President (2014), Dr. Chung-Chu Tung, introduced
the new COAA board members and briefly described what COAA plans to do in 2014.
Among many honorable guests, the newly elected AMS honorary member, Prof. Qingcun
Zeng (Institute of Atmospheric Physics, CAS) gave a humble speech about his gratitude to the
society and his confidence about the bright future of young Chinese scholars. He encouraged the
Chinese young scientists with a famous poem: “the immense sea allows fish to leap at liberty,
the vast sky lets birds fly freely” (天高任鸟飞，海阔凭鱼跃). Profs. Huijun Wang (Director of
IAP/CAS and newly elected Academician of Chinese Academy of Sciences) and Song Yang (Sun
Yat-sen Univ.) shared warm memories about Prof. Zeng. Many attendees, including Dr. Meiyan
Jiao (Deputy Administrator of CMA) and Dr. Wenjian Zhang (Director, WMO), our local hosts of
Georgia Tech (Profs. Yuhang Wang, Peter Webster and Judith Curry), and Prof. Chidong Zhang
(U. Miami), gave warm speeches about their connection with COAA, their expectations to COAA
for future development and their Chinese new-year greetings. Prof. Li then announced the
winners of the second COAA Chinese Doctorate Students Thesis Award 2013 (see the article on
p. 8 for details) and briefly introduced some local chapter activities.
All the Chinese awardees at 2014 AMS and new AMS fellows were also introduced at the
party, including Drs. Jianmin Shao (Editor’s Award), Zhiyong (Ellie) Meng (Editor’s Award), ChunChieh Wu (Editor’s Award), Ya-Chien Feng (Spiros G. Geotis Student Prize), Arthur Y. Hou
(Fellow, NASA), and Chidong Zhang (Fellow, U. Miami).
This event attracted many established and young scientists to attend, which made it a
great success. As a non-profit organization, COAA also received donations from generous
sponsors listed below. COAA will strive to improve and serve the community in a better way in
the New Year and years to come.
This COAA banquet was sponsored by ERT, IMSG, and Prof. Yuhang Wang (Georgia
Tech).

Prof. Qingcun Zeng gave a speech

Participants of COAA AMS Banquet

Banquet photos are shared at:
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0BwT5QETPl6qzdDlKRE42Wnd0dmc&usp=sharing
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COAA Hosted a Reception Dinner Party
at 2013 AGU Annual Meeting in San Francisco
On December 12, 2013, the COAA and PKU Alumni association co-organized a banquet
gathering during the AGU annual meeting in San Francisco, CA. Nearly 180 COAA members from
around the world and some distinguished guests reunited together and had a lot of fun. The
event began with a reception with a lot of good wines followed by a banquet full of delicious
foods. As the recipient of the AGU’s Roger Revelle Medal and an honorary COAA member,
Prof. Kuo-Nan Liou of UCLA gave an enlightening, stimulating and entertaining speech to
encourage young scientists to pursue their professional careers, followed by brief but valuable
speeches by all Chinese awardees and new fellows, including Profs. Ping Yang (TAMU),
Zhisheng An (CAS), Bing Wang (U. Hawaii), and Dr. Ruby Leung (PNNL). Other prestigious
scientists included Profs. Robert Dickinson (UT Austin, AGU’s former president), Rong Fu (UT
Austin, president-elect of climate change focus group), Peter Webster (Georgia Tech, current
president of atmospheric-section), Drs. William Lau (NASA/GSFC, president-elect of
atmospheric section), Warren Wiscombe (NASA/GSFC, past president of atmospheric section).
The gathering strengthened friendship among the COAA members, reunited old friends
and colleagues (some haven’t met for years), and showcased the collective power and resolve
of Chinese professionals in our fields. Prof. Yongyun Hu (PKU) gave a warm speech on behalf of
the PKU department of atmospheric and oceanic sciences. At last, Prof. Zhanqing Li (UMD) and
Dr. Jonathan Jiang (JPL) introduced the COAA and COAA activities. A proposal was made to
establish a COAA chapter in Texas.
Banquet photos are shared at:
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0BwT5QETPl6qzVWlOVGJ2TWpSWFE&usp=sharing

Participants of COAA-PKU AGU reception

From Right to left: R. Dickinson, Kuo-Nan Liou, William Lau,
P. Webster, J. Curry.

Your support is crucial to COAA’s continuous success!
Please renew your membership and/or make a donation to COAA through Paypal online
at http://www.coaaweb.org/donate.php or sending a check to COAA, P.O. Box 1614,
Greenbelt, MD 20770, U.S.A.
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COAA 2014 Board Members and Chinese
New-Year Gala
On January 25, 2014, COAA held its annual
Chinese New Year meeting and luncheon celebration
at the Univ. of Maryland, College Park, MD. The
event was preceded by a symposium given by the
two newly elected COAA honorary members (see
page 8 for details). After the lectures and a delicious
Chinese buffet lunch, Prof. Li, the 2013 president,
reported activities and achievements of year 2013
(see page 2 for details). One most distinguished
successful event COAA convened is the Sixth
International Conference in Hong Kong. A total of
more than 200 Chinese oceanic and atmospheric
scientists from around the world attended the
conference, and more than 37 papers were
published. Prof. Li also expressed his gratitude to his
board members and optimistic outlooks for the new
board. The 2014 president of COAA is Dr. Chung-Chu
Teng, and the vice president is Dr. Jin Huang. Other
board members including Drs. Jingfeng Huang,
Haifeng Qian, Xiaozheng Xiong, Jiangtao Xu, Lihang
Zhou, Jingsi Gao, Jie Gong, Hao He, Huan Wu, Wenze
Yang. The new board had a meeting afterwards to
discuss the proposed activities and general direction
for the upcoming year.
Former COAA presidents, Drs. Fuzhong
Weng, William Lau, Da-Lin Zhang, and Eddie Shih also
attended the meeting and luncheon and offered
many encouragements and suggestions for COAA’s
development.
This meeting outcome has been released on
many major American Chinese journals including
Washington Chinese Daily News, Washington Chinese
Media, etc. A scnnned copy of the news article is
shown on the next page.

Announcements
COAA Spring Lecture Series
COAA will soon hold its annual spring lecture series in late April/ early May. This year, the talks
will be more “practical” and “fun” than before. There will be more networking opportunities
among both young and established scientists. Stay tuned for the email and website updates!
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COAA Joined NOAA Chinese-American Association in
Silver Spring in Celebrating the Year of Horse
On Feb. 7, 2014, COAA and NOAA Chinese American Association (NOAA CAA)
successfully held a buffet luncheon party to celebrate the Chinese New Year at NOAA’s
Science Center in Silver Spring, MD. NOAA-CAA president, Ms. Chang Zhao, and COAA
president, Dr. Chung-Chu Teng, warmly welcomed everyone and briefly introduced the two
organizations. The CEOs of the two sponsoring companies, Dr. Jingli Yang of ERT Corp. and
Dr. Ming (Mike) Jing of Cyber data Technologies, Inc. also extended their best wishes for
the Year of Horse to everyone attending the event.
More than 150 guests gathered in the NOAA Science Center to enjoy the delicious
Chinese food, to meet old friends, and to make new ones. The two-hour long celebration
was accompanied by traditional Chinese music, prized riddles, and warm exchange of New
Year’s greetings.
This is the first year that COAA joined NOAA-CAA in organizing this well-received
annual event to celebrate the most important Chinese holiday. It marked a good beginning
to closer coordination between the two organizations in the future. Besides Chung-Chu’s
speech, we also distributed COAA flyers at the event to raise COAA’s visibility. We would
like to congratulate COAA secretary, Dr. Jingfeng Huang, who won prizes by solving several
very challenging riddles!
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COAA Chinese Doctorate Thesis
Award in 2013

COAA 2014 Honorary Member Lecture

COAA founded this award to support
the research of tomorrow’s leading Chinese
scientists. This year, COAA signed an agreement
with Springer to establish the “COAA-Springer
Excellent Thesis Award”. The winner will receive
€500 sponsored by Springer, and the thesis will
be published by Springer as well.
This year, four winners were selected by
the COAA Review Panel from many applicants
who received their Ph.D. degrees in the period
of 30 Sept 2013 – 1 Oct 2014 in the United States.
On February 4, 2014, the winners of COAA
Chinese Doctorate Thesis Award 2013 were
announced and awarded at COAA’s Banquet at
2014 AMS meeting.
The “COAA-Springer Excellent Thesis
Award” was given to Dr. Yuan Wang, who
worked with Prof. Renyi Zhang at TAMU, and
published 10 papers during his Ph.D. study. This
year’s winners are:
 1st Award, €500, thesis published by
Springer: Yuan Wang, PhD, TAMU
(supervisor, Prof. Renyi Zhang)
 2nd Award, $300: Sanmei Li, PhD, George
Mason U (supervisor, Prof. Donglian Sun)
 3rd Award, $200: Tianyu Jiang, PhD,
Georgia Tech (supervisor: Prof. Yi Deng)
and Lei Huang, PhD, Texas Austin
(supervisor: Prof. Rong Fu)

COAA 2014 Honorary Member Lecture was
held on January 25, 2014 at the Univ. of Maryland,
College Park, MD. COAA elected two new honorary
members: Academician Yihui Ding of the China’s
National Climate Center, and Dr. William Lau of the
NASA/GSFC. Professor Ding gave a talk entitled
"Global Climate Change and the Inter-decadal
Variability of the East Asian Winter Monsoon"; while
Dr. Lau presented “The Yin-Yan (floods and
droughts) and the Chi (Hadley Circulation) of the
Global Water Cycle”. Using various datasets as well
as their seasonal forecast model, Prof. Ding
described the anomalous weather pattern in China
in the last winter, and its association to decadal
oscillations. Dr. Lau started his introduction of
extreme weather event with Taoism’s concepts of
Yin-Yan (阴阳) and Chi (气). He then presented the
future pattern of expanded Hadley cell circulation
and its impact on the extreme weather.
Both lectures were very informative and
inspiring, and draw considerable attention from the
audience. There were also interactive discussions
and exchanges of ideas between the audience and
the lecturers. Prof. Ding and Dr. Lau received “COAA
Honorary Member” plaques as recognition to their
individual scientific achievements. This lecture has
successfully facilitated professional interaction
among established and young scientists in the COAA
community. A Chinese New Year gala was followed
afterwards.

Prof. Yihui Ding

Dr. Yuan Wang received the best thesis award (from left to
right: Z. Li, R. Zhang, Y. Wang, and Springer representative
Ron Doering)

Dr. William Lau

COAA thanks Springer for the partnership
which is a great effort to encourage young
scientists and researchers.
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COAA Southern California Chapter Held
2014 Chinese New-Year Party
On January 25, 2014, a Chinese New
Year party of COAA Southern California
Chapter (SCC) was held successful in Santa
Monica, CA. About thirty scholars and their
families from various institutes in Southern
California attended this joyful event.
The vice-chair, Dr. Yu Gu (UCLA)
announced the start of the event. Dr.
Jonathan Jiang (JPL), Chair of COAA SCC,
greeted all the participants with a warm
opening remark. Prof. Kuo-Nan Liou (UCLA)
gave an inspiring speech to encourage the
young scientists and students to achieve a
better career in the Year of the Horse. Prof.
Yongkang Xue (UCLA), the founder of COAA
SCC, talked about the history of COAA
SCC. Prof. Robert Fovell (UCLA) attended the
event for the first time as our honorable
guest. Dr. Hui Su (JPL) shared her career
experiences with the party. Dr. Guangjun
Zhang (UCSD/SCRIPPS), on behalf of all the
Chinese students and scholars in UCSD
atmospheric and oceanic science research
field, presented his New Year’s greeting to all
the COAA SCC members and families.

Dr. Jiang then acknowledged the 2013
Executive Committee (EC) and the retiring EC
members for their great work and contribution.
Ex-Treasurer Yang Cao (UCLA), ex-Program
(Ocean) coordinator Zhan Su (Caltech), and expublication coordinator Zhao Liu (UCI) received
service award certificates from COAA SCC. The
candidates for 2014 EC members were
introduced afterwards.
During the lunch, riddle competition, a
traditional Chinese festival activity, was held
(coordinated by Dr. Qing Yue and Dr. Yu Gu). Dr.
Jiang announced the new 2014 COAA SCC EC
members. The party concluded with two joyful
songs sung together by senior members, which
brought a fabulous festival atmosphere to this
successful party and happy gathering.
More information about COAA SCC can be
found at http://coaascc.wordpress.com/
Pictures of COAA SCC past events are published
at: https://picasaweb.google.com/COAASCC
(News provided by Qing Yue)

If you would like to share any exciting news of you, your group, and your region with
COAA members, please send it to news@coaaweb.com.
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Spotlight of the COAA Stars
Many Chinese scholars won international recognitions of their contributions to oceanic
and atmospheric sciences. In this COAA newsletter, we spotlight Prof. Kuo-Nan Liou of
UCLA, who won the prestigious Roger Revelle Medal of AGU, and Prof. Qingcun Zeng
of Chinese Academy of Science, who was elected as the AMS honorary fellow. Both
are also COAA’s honorary members for many years.

Prof. Kuo-Nan Liou (UCLA)
AGU Roger Revelle Medalist, 2013
The Revelle Medal is awarded for
“outstanding contributions in atmospheric
sciences, atmosphere- ocean coupling,
atmosphere-land coupling, biogeochemical
cycles, climate, or related aspects of the Earth
system.” The citation reads: “Dr. Kuo-Nan
Liou’s accomplishments in research and
leadership
service
are
the
perfect
embodiment of this ideal. He made trail
blazing contributions in radiation, the prime
driver in the Earth’s energy budget, and in
cloud physics; both are fundamental to our
understanding of climate dynamics and
atmosphere- surface interactions. Moreover,
his leadership successively as chair of two
departments and as director of two separate
Institutes and his outreach initiatives in
spearheading hydrologic-atmospheric experimentation and in founding the Joint Institute
for Regional Earth System Science and
Engineering (JIFRESSE) at UCLA reveal him to
be a true leader in the image of Roger
Revelle”.
Prof. Liou did his B.S. in Taiwan Univ.,
and Ph.D. in NYU. He was a faculty of Univ. of
Washington, Univ. of Utah, and now he is a
distinguished professor of UCLA and director
of JIFRESSE. Dr. Liou was elected to the US
National Academy of Engineering in 1999 and
Academia Sinica of Taiwan in 2004. Prof. Liou
had advised 30 Ph.D. students, wrote three
popular books, and received numerous
awards to acknowledge his contributions
(e.g., the AMS Charney Award in 1998,
COSPAR Biennial William Nordberg Medal in
2010, International Radiation Commision’s
Gold Medal in 2012). He is a fellow of AGU,
AMS and AAAS.

In his response to the Revelle medal, he
said: “I would like to thank Wilfried Brutsaert
for his generous remarks and unwavering
support and encouragement in my pursuit of
academic and research excellence and to
extend my appreciation to the Revelle Medal
Selection Committee for recognizing my
contributions to radiative transfer and related
climate and remote sensing fields… Over the
last 30 years, I have had the privilege of working
with a number of bright and talented graduate
students at the University of Utah and UCLA
who complemented my strengths in research.
They deserve to share, in equal measure, any
recognition I have received, including this great
honor from AGU. It is in this spirit that I accept
the Roger Revelle Medal.”
Web sources:
http://honors.agu.org/winners/kuo-nanliou/?sub=response
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/2014E
O010022/pdf
http://www.atmos.ucla.edu/~liougst/Liou_Curric
ulum_Vitae/Liou_Curriculum_Vitae.htm

Prof. Kuo-Nan Liou was awarded the Roger Revelle Medal
from AGU.
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Spotlight of the COAA Stars

Prof. Qingcun Zeng (IAP/CAS)
newly elected AMS honorary fellow 2014
AMS honorary members acknowledge
persons “preeminence in the atmospheric or
related oceanic or hydrologic sciences, either
through their own contributions to the
sciences or their application or through
furtherance of the advance of those sciences
in some other way.” This year, Prof. Qingcun
Zeng from IAP/CAS joined Prof. Robert
Dickinson (UT Austin) and Sir Brian Hoskins
(Univ. Reading) in receiving this prestigious
honor.
Prof. Zeng did his B.S. in the Dept. of
Physics of Peking University in 1956, and a
doctoral degree in USSR Academy of Science
in 1961. He is a member and the Vice-president
of the International Euro-Asian Academy of
Sciences, and served as the president and
honorary
president
of
the
China
Meteorological Society, vice-president of the
China Association of Science and Technology,
director of the Institute of Atmospheric
Physics, member of the National Academy of
Sciences of China, etc. He received numerous
scientific awards such as the Award of
National Natural Sciences, National Pioneer
Scientist, Outstanding Science and Technology
Achievement Prize.
Several major meteorological disasters
occurred in China causing tremendous damage
in 1950s led Prof. Zeng to choose atmospheric
physics and numerical weather forecast as his
major. After obtaining a doctor degree from
Soviet Union, Prof. Zeng went back China and
built up China’s first generation air-sea general
circulation model and land surface processes
model. “He opened up a new disciplinecomputational geophysical fluid dynamics,
established
systematic
theories
of
atmospheric evolution processes and wave
ensemble dynamics, and introduced natural
cybernetics.”

Prof. Zeng wrote two books that
served as the standard textbooks for Chinese
college students in this area (Principle of
Atmospheric Infrared Remote Sensing,
Mathematical and Physical Basis of Numerical
Weather Prediction). He had trained a dozen
of excellent Ph.D. students, many of whom
are active involved in the advances of
atmospheric science in China and in the
United States.
For more, please read the AMS blog of Prof.
Zeng’s interview:
http://blog.ametsoc.org/news/new-honorarymembers-of-the-ams-qingcun-zeng/
and his official website:
http://www.iap.ac.cn/english/iap/academician
s_Zeng.htm

Suggestions Welcome!
If you have any suggestion or
comment to COAA, please email us at
news@coaaweb.com.
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